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modern comedies, which are not outdone by an hundred
instances, commonly told, among ourselves.

I am ready to conclude from hence, that a vice which
keeps so firm a hold upon human nature, and governs it
with so unlimited a tyranny, since it cannot be wholly
eradicated, ought at least to be confined to particular objects,
to thrift and penury, to private fraud and extortion, and
never suffered to prey upon the public; and should certainly
be rejected as the most unqualifying circumstance for any
employment, where bribery and corruption can possibly
enter.

If the mischiefs of this vice, in a public station, were
confined to enriching only those particular persons em-
ployed, the evil would be more supportable; but it is
usually quite otherwise. When a steward defrauds his lord,
he must connive at the rest of the servants, while they are
following the same practice in their several spheres; so that
in some families you may observe a subordination of knaves
in a link downwards to the very helper in the stables, all
cheatiig by concert, and with impunity: And even if this
were all, perhaps the master could bear it without being un-
done ; but it so happens, that for every shilling the servant
gets by his iniquity, the master loses twenty; the perquisites
of servants being but small compositions for suffering shop-
keepers to bring in what bills they please.1 It is exactly the
same thing in a state: an avaricious man in office is in con-
federacy with the whole dan of his district or dependence,
which in modern terms of art is called, " To live, and let
live;" and yet their gains are the smallest part of the

1 The Commissioners for examining the public accounts reported to
the House of Commons (December 2ist, 1711) that the Duke of
Marlborough had received from Sir Solomon de Medina (army con-
tractor for bread) and his predecessor, during the years 1702 to 1711,
a sum of ^"63,319 3-r. Jd. " In this report was contained the deposi-
tion of Sir Solomon Medina, charging the Duke of Marlborough and
Adam Cardonell, his secretary, of various peculations, with regard to
the contracts for bread and bread-wagons for the army in Flanders."
The Duke admitted the fact in a letter to the Queen, dated November
loth, 1711, but said that-the whole sum had "been constantly em-
ployed for the service of the public, in keeping secret correspondence,
and in getting intelligence of the enemy's motions and designs"
(Macpherson's "Great Britain," ii. 512; Tindal's "History," iv.
2325 and "Journals of House of Commons," xvii. 16). [T. S.]